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AGENDA 
 9:15 am  Sign-in – coffee and pastry 

 

 9:30 am  Welcome and Introductions by Donna  

    Williams, Vice President, BRC 
 

9:45 – 10:30 am Overview of 2013 Report Card by  

    Susan Thomas and Volunteer Thank You 
 

10:30 – 11:00 am The Value of Monitors to Environmental  

    Agency Programs – Therese Beaudoin,  

    Watershed Coordinator, Mass DEP 

 

11:00 – 11:30 pm An Overview to the Narragansett Bay  

    Estuary Program – Thomas Borden, Dir. 

 

11:30 - 12:00 pm Remarks by Peter Coffin, BRC Coordinator 

 



Watershed-wide 

Blackstone River 

Headwaters Coalition 

 Blackstone River 

Watershed Association 

 

Blackstone River 

Watershed 

Council/FOB 

 



Volunteers & Sites 

 75 Sites/ 76 Volunteers 

 Blackstone Headwaters Coalition  

 30 Sites 

 32 Field and Lab Volunteers 

 Blackstone River Watershed Association 

 28 Sites 

 27 Field and Lab Volunteers 

 Blackstone River Watershed Council 

 17 Sites 

 16 Field and Lab Volunteers 

 





Parameters 

 Water temperature 

 Air temperature 

 Dissolved oxygen 

 Turbidity 

 Orthophosphate 

 Nitrate 

 Conductivity 

 



Report Card Development 

 Raw data color coded by parameter according to 

water quality index 

 Six categories established 

 Aesthetics – turbidity, water appearance, water odor 

and visual assessment of turbidity 

 Water Temperature 

 Dissolved Oxygen 

 DO % Saturation 

 Nutrients – nitrate and orthophosphate 



Report Card Notations 

 *cwf designated cold water fishery 

 
 

 * April, May, June, August, and September 

were considered wet weather events for 

sites in Massachusetts and Rhode Island 





HW Cold Water Fisheries 

 July and August were temp-stressed for most 

sites especially Tatnuck @ Park Ave., Cold 

Spring Brook and Sewell at Holden St. 

 

 These sites showed a concern in shoulder 

months as well. 

 

 Sewell @ Holden was a concern for DO and % 

saturation 

 

 



Nutrients in Headwaters 

 Sites were split 50/50 for total 

phosphorous levels of good/fair. 

 

 Exceptions: 

 Broad Meadow Brook @ Dupuis poor 

 Sewell Brook @ Holden excellent 





Main Stem Nutrient Levels 

 Good to fair: Fisherville, Maine Street, 

   River Island Park 

 

 Poor early season: Gorge, Albion Dam,   

     Slater Mill 

 

 Poor most of season: Sutton, Plummers  

    Landing, Stanley Woolen 



Mid Reach Cold Water Fisheries 

 Ratings 

• Dissolved Oxygen poor = < 5 mg/L 

• Water Temp. poor = > 24ºC/75ºF 

• % Saturation poor = < 50% 
 

 West River (4 sites) 

• % Sat. = poor in May - Pleasant/Glenn 
 

 Cook Allen Brook 

• % Sat. = poor in October 

 





Nutrients in Tributaries of  

Mass/R.I. 
 Clear River: poor grade due to phosphate 

(May, July, September, November).  Also poor 

for nitrate in September. 

 

 Cherry Brook: poor grade due to phosphate 

(April, June, August). 

 

 

 

 



Sites Needing Coverage 

Headwater sites 

 Cold Spring Brook 

 Leesville Pond 
 

 

Midreach Sites 

 Need 1 or more 

volunteers 

R.I. Sites 

 Cherry Brook 

 River Island Park 

 Slater Mill  

 Robin Hollow Pond 

 



A Million Thanks To 

All the volunteers who contributed over  1,000 
volunteer hours to the program 

 
 

MA DEP for technical support and advice 

 

Mass Riverways for technical support and 
continued QA/QC assistance 

 

 



Special Recognition to long-serving 

volunteers (field and lab) 

 5 or more years: 
 

 George Boardman, Rick 

Goodreau, Michael Gravier, Tom 

Crowley, Wendy Hichcock, 

Domenick Fabrizio, Linda Faria, 

Bob & Cheryl MacIndoe, Mike 

Sperry, Michelle Reed-Walsh, Dee 

Gordan, Eric & Cee Cee Fine, Ken 

Guertin, Joy Larrabee, Lenice 

Miley, Phil Nyberg, Chris 

Schonoff, Jane St. Denis, Jim 

West, Michelle Kinney, Danielle 

Miller, Matt Urban 

 10 years: 

 
 Muriel Benoit, Keith Hainley, 

Howard Lancaster, June Egee, 

Theresa Beaudoin, Joanne 

Holahan, Gwen & Wyatt Mills, 

Dona Neely, Jim and Maggie 

Plasse, Charles Sweet, Matt Carr, 

Kelly Paquin, Tom Dodd, Marcia 

Grenier, Kim McCoy, Ron Stead 



  Mass Audubon                       Tri-River 

 

 

 

 

Cumberland Hills Fire Station 

 

 



Kit Pick-up Dates 

 BRWA - Saturday, March 22 – Red 

House, Uxbridge - 9:30 to 11:00 am 

 

 BHC – Saturday, March 29 – Broad 

Meadow Brook - 9:30 to 11:00 am 

 

 BRWC – Saturday, March 29 – 

Cumberland Hills Fire Station – 1:00 to 

3:30 pm 

 

 

 



First Sampling Date is 

 Saturday, April 12, 2014 

 

See you then! 


